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SUBJECT: RELEASE OF PRISONERS HELD BY GUINEA 
REF: MONROVIA 3914 

1. 1 SAW MINFINANCE STEPHEN TOLBERT ON JULY 19 AS FOLLOW UP 
TO MEETING OF YESTERDAY CONCERNING PRISONER RELEASE. TOLBERT 
STATED THAT HIS INITIAL REACTION IN RECEIVING MESSAGES YESTERDAY 
WAS TO CANCEL THE FLIGHT; HOWEVER, PRESIDENT TOLBERT INSISTED 
THE EVACUATION FLIGHT PROCEED AS SCHEDULED. PRESIDENT WISHED 
TO ASSURE THAT NO REPEAT NO FRENCHMEN WERE IN FACT ON AIRCRAFT 
BEFORE ASSUMING A STERN POSITION VIS-A-VIS SEKOU TOURE. TOLBERT SAID 
THAT 

TWO FRENCHMEN WERE AMONG THE GROUP OF PRISONERS WHICH 
ARRIVED FROM CONAKRY AND BOTH ARE CURRENTLY IN MONROVIA. 

THE REMAINDER OF THE PRISONERS ARE MOSTLY CREW MEMBERS FROM BOATS 
SEIZED BY GUINEA. AS AN ADDED GESTURE SEKOU TOURE ALSO RELEASED 
AN IVOIRIAN FISHING BOAT SEIZED BY GUINEA FORCES. IN RESPONSE 
MY QUESTION, TOLBERT SAID THERE WERE "21FRENCH FAMILIES' 1 
STILL UNDER DETENTION IN GUINEA. IN CLOSING MINFINANCE TOLBERT 
EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT FRANCE WOULD NOW RESPOND IN A FASHION 
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BETWEEN FRANCE AND GUINEA. 

2. IT IS INTERESTING THAT THROUGHOUT THIS ENTIRE EXCERCISE NO 
REFERENCE WAS MADE TO FOREIGN MINISTRY BY EITHER AMBASSADOR 
SHERMAN IN CONAKRY AND THE TOLBERTS HERE. 

MANFULL 
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